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A Disciple’s Journal
Daily Devotions for Fifteen Weeks

Bound for the Cross and the Glory

Week 1: Weekly Theme: Fasting
Sunday Sermon Title: Open to God’'s Tr
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 9:35 From the cloud I heard,

“This is my Beloved, my Chose, |iste¢€

Week 2: Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Sunday Sermon Title: The Influence of a Believing Heart

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:
worship God and serve God alone.”

Week 3: Weekly Theme: Word Day of Prayer
Sunday Sermon Title: Enemies of the Cross
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said to Jesus,
“Get away from here, for Herod want ¢

Week 4: Weekly Themes: Intentional Faith Development

Sunday Sermon Title: A Gardener for God

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13
the fig tree one more season, until I dig around its roots and
fertilize its soil.”

Week 5: Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing

Sunday Sermon Title: Recognizing New Creation

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 15
because your brother was dead and now alive, lost and now
found.”

Week 6: Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service

Sunday Sermon Title: In Preparation for Burial

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led Jesus down the
street, they seized Simon and gave him the cross of Jesus to carry.

Week 7: Weekly Theme: Holy Week

Sunday Sermon Title: Humbly Bound for the Glory

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave his ten
servants, each ten pounds, saying, “
return.”



Week 8: Weekly Theme: Easter

Sunday Sermon Title: Freedom through Obedience

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women found the
stone rolled away. When they entered the tomb, they did not
find Jesus’ body.

Week 9: Weekly Theme: Witness

Sunday Sermon Title: Clothes with Go

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 2
clothed with power .’

Week 10: Weekly Theme: Devotion

Sunday Sermon Title: Following Directions

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24
the Messiah suffer before experier

Week 11: Weekly Theme: Festival of God’s Creation
Sunday Sermon Title: Submitting to
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke

Go
u 8
those persons who hear the Word of

Week 12: Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Sunday Sermon Title: Commanded to Love

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 6:
good for those who hate you."

Week 13: Weekly Theme: Mother’s Day

Sunday Sermon Title: A Word for Peace

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 6:
good, and give to others expecting

Week 14: Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Sunday Sermon Title: To the Ends of the Earth
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24

forgiveness wild/l be procl aimed in
right here in Jerusalem.”
Week 15: Weekly Theme: Pentecost

Sunday Sermon Title: Clothes With Power
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24
you receive the anointing of the F}



A Disciple’s Journal
Lent - Easter - Pentecost 2010

Starting Date

Mission of the Congregation: To make and equip
disciples of Jesus Christ for the purpose of transforming
the world according to God’' s wi

Purpose of the Journal: To invites the Holy Spirit to
guide our lives and enhance the fruitfulness of our
congregation.

The Journal is organized to be a meaningful resource for
our spiritual growth and faith development. It is also
intended to be a resource and motivation for our
involvement in the leadership of the church. It is designed
to motivate the implementation of the essential practices
of fruitful congregations with our same mission.

Fruitful Practices: This Journal offers the guidance and
inspiration we need to get involved in the implementation
of the following essential practices shared by fruitful
congregations: Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship,
Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission
Outreach, Extravagant Generosity, and Compassionate
Congregational Care. Look for the publicity for future
classes entitled Fruitful Practices (an overview of all six
practices) and the names of each individual practice.
Participating in the Overview and in the Individual
Practice classes will help you decide where you want to
invest your time and spiritual gifts in the fruitful ministry
of the church making and equipping disciples of Jesus
Christ. Focusing upon the mission of the congregation and
these fruitful practices aligns the goals and activities of
small ministry groups and individual ministers of the



church in a powerful way. The daily scripture readings
and reflection questions reinforce such an alignment of
our activities and goals.

A Fruitful Practice class is scheduled for Wednesday
evenings. If you are interested let us know by contacting
the Church Office at 740 453-1210 or
centraltrinity@sbcglobal.net or Dr. Jilaine Fewell at
jfewell@columbus.rr.com.

A Leadership Institute, offering an overview of the eight
essential components of discipleship, is being offered
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m., starting February 24.

Recommended Process for Using the Journal: (1) Read
and meditate daily on the Point Scripture for the Week.
This will help us apply the central idea of our weekly
sermons to our everyday lives. (2) Read, meditate, and
reflect upon the Daily Scriptures, writing down responses
to and questions evoked by the Reflection Questions. Our
journaling will be an excellent resource for inspiring and
tracking our faith devel opment
upon our lives. (3) Apply what we discover, learn, and
feel inspired to do from our daily reading and reflection.
The journal is not meant to be an academic exercise; it is
intended to be a resource for our continued spiritual
growth and discipleship. (4) Invite others to join us in
using the journal and discussing our journal entries. A
Sermon Shapers Class is now offered on Wednesday
mornings at 10 a.m. We use the journal one week in
advance and offer the preacher suggestions for connecting
the sermon to our everyday lives. We are expected to put
our faith into practice and using the journal and studying
the Bible in small groups will help us.

Welcome (for first-time participants): For more than
thirty years, fifteen as a lay member of congregations and
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now more than fifteen as an ordained pastor and elder of
the United Methodist Church, I have found the disciplined
practice of daily Bible reading, meditation, reflection, and
journaling invaluable to my intentional faith development.
I promise you the experience of daily prayer, Bible
reading, and meditation and the application of Biblical
truth and inspiration to everyday decisions will enrich
your life. Using this journal will equip and inspire us to be
more fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ, and as more
members of this congregation use the journal and
participate in the Fruitful Practices outlined in this Journal
we will become more effective at making and equipping
new disciples of Jesus Christ.

Words of Encouragement (to all participants): You

wi || get out of your experience
Journal and in your participation in the Fruitful Practice
classes what you put into them. If you get in the Word of
God every day and open your heart in order to receive the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, God will bless your life in
tangible ways. Each of us, like the first disciples of Jesus,
are different, and the way we choose to use this devotional
resource and the leadership and discipleship classes will
be as distinctive as our individual personalities and our
respective faith journeys. I ask you to be deliberate and
intentional about your faith development and God will
resource your growth and discipleship. God bless you and
your loved ones.

Dr. L. Steven Fewell, Lead Pastor and Youth Director



Day 1, Wednesday
Sermon Title: Open To God’s Transfor min
Weekly Theme: Fasting
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 9:35 From the cloud I
heard, “This is my Beloved,
my Bel oved. "’
Daily Meditation: Luke 9:28-36

Reflection Questions:

1. Had you been visiting Jesus, what would have been
your feelings?

2. What voice would convince you to listen to Jesus?

Prayer List



Day 2, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Fasting
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 9:35 From the cloud I
heard, “This is my Beloved,
my Bel oved. "’
Daily Meditation: Exodus 34:29-35

Reflection Questions:

1. What did you discover from reading the text ?

2. What surprised you? Concerned you ?

Prayer List



Day 3, Friday
Weekly Theme: Fasting
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 9:35 From the cloud I
heard, “This is my Beloved,
my Beloved. "’
Daily Meditation: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2

Reflection Questions:

1. What message does the text have for you today ?

2. What claim does it have on you and your life ?

Prayer List



Day 4, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Fasting
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 9:35 From the cloud I
heard, “This is my Beloved,
my Bel oved. "’
Daily Meditation: Psalm 51:1-17

Reflection Questions:

1. How would you want God to make your heart clean ?

2. If God opened your lips, how would you praise God ?

Prayer List
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Day 5, Sunday
Sermon Title: The Believing Heart
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Psalm 91:9-16

Reflection Questions:

1. When have you made God your dwelling place ?

2. How has God rescued you ?

Prayer List
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Day 6, Monday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Reflection Questions:

1. For what gift from God are you grateful today?

2How do you give your “fi

Prayer List
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Day 7, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture of the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Romans 10:8—13
Reflection Questions:

1. If you took this scripture seriously, how might your life
change?

2. If you took this scripture seriously, what would you be
inspired to do?

Prayer List
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Day 8, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Luke 4:1-13
Reflection Questions:

1.What temptation does the Devil place before you today?

2. How will you respond?

Prayer List
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Day 9, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Psalm 43
Reflection Questions:

1. How is God your hope?

2. What would you ask of God today?

Prayer List
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Day 10, Friday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: Matthew 6:5—-15
Reflection Questions:

1. Rewrite the prayer in your own words?

2. Where is the hope in your prayer for others?

Prayer List
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Day 11, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Spiritual Discipline

Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 4:8 Jesus answered the
Devil, “1 worship God

Daily Meditation: James 5:13—16
Reflection Questions:

1. What is your prayer for yourself today?

2. What is your prayer for others?

Prayer List
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The Practice of Radical Hospitality i ACall
God Has Upon Our Lives

Why are we to offer hospitality to strangers? Because the

Scriptures instruct us to do so. From the Hebrew Bible,

we are taught to welcome the homeless, the strangers,

the sojourners, firemembering how
strangers in the | and of Egypt. o (
And from the Gospels, Jesus taught using an illustration

to describe the coming of Godods gl
was a stranger and you welcomed me; | was hungry and

you gave me something to eat.
from the New Testament Church we are encouraged to
ishow hospitality to strangers, foc
entertained angels without Kknowing

(@]
—~

<

Q

Because Jesus did it, offering us the example of how we
are to |l ove our neighbors. iJesus
tied a towel around his waist, poured water into a basin

and began to wash the disciple
them, 6Go and do | i kewise. 060 (

Because there are so many neighbors who need our

hospitality right now. There are far too many people in

our neighborhoods unemployed and now underemployed.

There are many scrambling to make ends meet who have

never asked anyone for help. And because we live near a

major interstate highway, there are many sojourners

traveling town to town looking for work, food, housing,

and affirmation of Godods | ove.

Because of who and whose we are. We give in gratitude

for what God has done for us. We receive blessing

through every effort we make to he
name.

Why #Aradical 06 hospitality? Because
strangers and to love neighbors comes from God and are

18



offered in the name of Jesus Christ. Our hospitality is our

of fering to God and our witness ta
amazing grace and unconditional love. If | offered food to

the hungry or a warm, dry place to stay for the homeless

on my own, it might be okay to do the minimum, what

would be reasonably expected, but | offer hospitality for

God, not on my own, and God always exceeds are human

need and expectations.

Members of Central Trinity Church offered the guests at

the Salvation Army and Christobs Ta
fellowship meal on MLK Day. We served turkey, dressing,

mashed potatoes, and green beans family style, and we

made new friends and for a couple of hours all present

were family, Gododés family bl essed
Community Meal was just an exampl e
Hospitalityd God asks us to offer

neighbors in need. We could have offered institutionally
prepared food and served a buffet, asking our guests to
stand in line for their food and take their empty trays to a
place where we could have more easily accommodated
them, but that would not have been appropriate because
we served as the hands and feet of Christ. We were
called by the Risen Christ to serve our guests family style,
to have our youth serve them their drinks, their food, and
respond with love to their every need. Members of our
congregation ate with our guests, and in doing so we
forged new friendships. We prayed with our neighbors,
we laughed and cried with them. We made them turkey
sandwiches to take home for lunch the next day. That is
the kind of radical hospitality we are called to offer with
love and joy because radical hospitality is what we do, it
is who we are to the world, because we serve the Risen
Christ.

Radical Hospitality is one of the six fruitful practices we
are engaged in and we are now forming a team to

19



organi ze our congregationb6s pl anne
hospitality for 2010. In the past members of committees

for evangelism, mission outreach, even social concerns,

have offered similar services and accepted this kind of

responsibility. If you have served on those teams in the

past, please accept my invitation to join us. Look for

more information about the Radical Hospitality Team and

future training classes and community events.

20



Day 12, Sunday
Sermon Title: Enemies of the Cross
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
ki | | DalyoMeditition:
Daily Meditation: Psalm 27

Reflection Questions:

1. How have you felt forsaken by God?

2. How have you felt blessed by God?

Prayer List

21



Day 13, Monday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Genesis 15:1-12

Reflection Questions:

I.What message from God’ s word w
ministry this week?

2. How will you respond to this message?

Prayer List
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Day 14, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Genesis 15: 17, 18

Reflection Questions:

1. Who was Abram? How is he like you?

2. Why do you think God blessed him?

Prayer List
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Day 15, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Philippians 3:17—4:1

Reflection Questions:

1. What does it mean to have your mind set on worldly
things?

2. What does it mean to stand firm in Christ Jesus?

Prayer List
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Day 16, Thursday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Luke 13:31-35

Reflection Questions:

1. What does the scripture teach you about facing danger?

2. What is the message of verse 35 for you?

Prayer List
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Day 17, Friday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Matthew 6:16—18

Reflection Questions:

1. What challenge do you find in this passage?

2. What comfort do you find?

Prayer List

26



Day 18, Saturday
Weekly Theme: World Day of Prayer
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:31 Pharisees said
to Jesus, “Get away from her
kill you.?”
Daily Meditation: Matthew 9:14—17

Reflection Questions:

1. What is the personal message from this scripture for
you?

2. What does it say to you about how you are to live your
life?

Prayer List
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Day 19, Sunday
Sermon Title: A Gardener for God
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, “Sir, give the fig
dig around its roots and
Daily Meditation: Psalm 63:1-8

Reflection Questions:

1. What are the major points of the Psalm?

2. How can this passage be seen as a song of trust?

Prayer List

28

—h o~

('Dﬁ

= @



Day 20, Monday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots
Daily Meditation: Isaiah 55: 1-9

Reflection Questions:

1. If you took the passage seriously, how would your life
change?

2. What would be the impact of this change?

Prayer List
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Day 21, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots
Daily Meditation: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Reflection Questions:

1. Compare and contrast the messages in verses 1 through
12 and verse 13?

2. What is the most significant point for you in this
scripture?

Prayer List

30
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Day 22, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots

Daily Meditation: Luke 13:1-9

Reflection Questions:

1. When have you felt as though you were without love?

2. How does the description of love in verses 4 through 8
fit with your experiences with love?

Prayer List

31
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Day 23, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots
Daily Meditation: Matthew 25:34—40

Reflection Questions:

1. What is your personal call to ministry?

2. How does this passage empower your ministry?

Prayer List

32
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Day 24, Friday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots
Daily Meditation: Acts 16:25-34

Reflection Questions:

1. How was the jailer transformed in this passage?

2. How did his life change after his transformation?

Prayer List

33
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Day 25, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Intentional Faith Development
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 13:8 The gardener
said, *“Sir, give the
dig around its roots
Daily Meditation: Luke 6:37,38

Reflection Questions:

1. What are the gifts promised in this passage?

2. What must you do to claim the gifts?

Prayer List

34
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The Practice of Passionate Worship

AWor ship describes those ti mes
deliberately seeking to encounter the presence of

Christ and experi eFlveRacticdse | ov e
of Fruitful Congregations, p. 33. What happens

during worship has more to do with what God does

than what we do; it has more to do with us showing

devotion to God than asking God to do something

for us and is concerned less with our personal

agendas and more about Godds wi

Bi shop Robert Schnase goes on t
fruitful, growing churches offer Passionate Worship

that connects people to God and to one another.

People gather consciously to worship with eagerness

and expectancy; they encounter Christ through their

singing, prayers, Scriptures, preaching and

participation in the Holy Sacraments; and they

respond by allowing Godo6és Spiri
Fruitful Practices p. 33. Worship makes a difference

in the lives of those who participate and in the

vitality of the congregation. People invite friends and

neighbors to come to worship with them when they

find the worship meaningful and relevant to their

everyday lives.

AThrough Radi cal Hospitality <co
gracious invitation of Christ to all, open doors to

relationship building, and foster a sense of

bel onging, 06 Bishop Schnase teac
Passionate worship, God draws people to Christ

(many for the first time), deepens their

understanding, faith, and relationship with Christ,
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and over time transforms lives offering healing
wholeness, and recovery. Worship bends our hearts
toward God as it stretches our hands outward to

offer service to others, invitation, and
hospitalityo (pp. 34, 35).

Psalm 84:2 and 10 says, AMy sou
faints in longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart

and my lips sing for joy to a living God. A day in

worship to God is better than one thousand days

el sewhere. o I n worship our hear
spirit is inspired; we experience encouragement and

receive direction from the Holy Spirit.

Passionate Worship means an extraordinary

eagerness to offer the best in worship, honoring God

with excellence and with an unusual clarity about the

purpose of connecting peopl e wi
Schnase uses the word fApassi ona
wor ship, saying, fAPassionate Wo
authentic, fresh, and engaging. People are honest

before God and one another, and
presence, truth, and will for t
style of worship or how contemporary or upbeat the

music does not necessarily make the worship more

or |l ess passionate. Clapping
hall el ujaho, standing, shout
are not the distinguishing characteristics of

passionate worship in themselves. Passionate

Worship is the best the worshipping community has

to offer God on every occasion; it is well organized,
enthusiastic, meaningful, genuine, and fully

participative. People do not come to watch

Passionate Worship; they come expecting to be

, S
ing
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actively engaged in that worship.

At Central Trinity we experience wonderful
passionate worship every Sunday, and on every
special occasion we organize to show devotion to
God. The music offerings are exceptional; the Biblical
storytelling and preaching grounded in the Good
News of Christdés Gospel; and ou
is beautiful, edifying, and always prepared with
excellence to honor God. Could we enhance the
engagement of all the persons who attend our
worship services? Could we continue to bring more
passion to our worship and be more open and
responsive to Godobés guidance an
always through the Holy Spirit in the worship
services we attend? Of course. For that reason, our
Worship Committee and a new Passionate Worship
ministry team will be scheduling planning and
training sessions to enhance the fruitfulness of our
worship experience. Look for announcements of
meetings and classes to be offered in the future. If
you are interested in serving with either our Worship
Committee or our new Passionate Worship ministry
team, contact Jim McLaughlin or call the church
office to indicate your interest or get answers to any
guestion you may have about this exciting practice

of ministry.
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Day 26, Sunday
Sermon Title: Recognizing New Creation
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: Psalm 32
Reflection Questions:

1. What is the message for you in verse 1?

2. What is the message for you in the remainder of the
Psalm?

Prayer List

38



Day 27, Monday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: Joshua 5:9-12
Reflection Questions:

1. What is the manna that God provides for you?

2. When do you need it most?

Prayer List
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Day 28, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Reflection Questions:

1. What does it mean to look at someone in terms of
human judgment?

2How are we to be Chri st

Prayer List

40
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Day 29, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: Luke 15:1-3
Reflection Questions:

1. What does repentance mean to you?

2. What would you ask of God today?

Prayer List
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Day 30, Thursday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: Luke 15: 11-32
Reflection Questions:

1. What is the point of the story for you?

2. How would you have felt if you were the older brother?

Prayer List

42



Day 31, Friday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we
celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found."”
Daily Meditation: Acts 2:43—47

Reflection Questions:

1. How is the community of believers in the passage
di fferent from today’s communit

2. What kind of risks are you willing to take to add to
God’'s family?

Prayer List
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Day 32, Saturday
Weekly Theme: One Great Hour of Sharing
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 15: 32 “But we

celebrate, because your brother was dead and now
alive, | ost and now found.

Daily Meditation: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Reflection Questions:

1. Where do you see yourself in this passage?

2. What in the passage causes you concern? Gives you
hope?

Prayer List
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Day 33, Sunday
Sermon Title: In Preparation for Burial
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Psalm 126

Reflection Questions:

1. From what captivity has God freed you?

2. How can you share your freedom with others?

Prayer List
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Day 34, Monday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Isaiah 43:1621

Reflection Questions:

1. What past events or issues do you need to forget?

2. What offers you hope and encouragement in this
passage?

Prayer List
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Day 35, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Philippians 3:4—14

Reflection Questions:

1. What is the prize you are running toward?

2. How has the prize changed over your lifetime?

Prayer List
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Day 36, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Peter 2:18-25

Reflection Questions:

1. When have you suffered unjustly

2. How did you respond to the injustice? How would this
passage have helped you?

Prayer List
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Day 37, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: John 12:1-8

Reflection Questions:

1. How are you like Judas in this passage?

2. How are you like Mary?

Prayer List
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Day 38, Friday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Luke 23:26-33

Reflection Questions:

1. What do you think Jesus meant in verses 28 through
30?

2. What is the message for us today?

Prayer List

50



Day 39, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Mission Outreach and Service
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 23:26 As they led
Jesus down the street, they seized Simon and gave
him the cross of Jesus to c
Daily Meditation: Matthew 16:24-26

Reflection Questions:

1. What in the passage gives you authority?

2. What is your dream from God today?

Prayer List
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The Practice of Intentional Faith Development

According to Bishop Robert Schnase, in his bookFive

Practices of Fruitful Congregations fié t he f ol |l owe
of Jesus mature in faith by learning together in
communityo (p. 62). I f we are t

Christians, each of us must be intentional about the
process of faith development. This suggests a plan,
a way to move along the path to a better
understanding of and a deeper commitment to a
belief system that not only sustains us personally but
allows us to encourage faith in other human beings.
The Practice of Intentional Faith Development will
present one such plan. The key word in the plan is
Aintentional . o The implication
plan, each undertaking along the way is purposeful
and directed toward the goal. The mechanism that
we at Central Trinity will use for faith development is
education, education done in community with other
people who are themselves at varying steps on the
path of faith development.

Schnase goes on to say that as Christians strive to

become more Christlike through study and learning,

God is most able to deepen our faith when we are

involved in the effort in community with others.

AGrowing in Christ requires mor
worship, and it is through Intentional Faith

Devel opment that Goddés Spirit w
perfecting us in the practice of love as we grow in

the knowledge and | ove of Godo

Intentional implies deliberate and purposeful effort
toward the development of the faith of each and
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every believer regardless of age or maturity as a
Christian. We follow on a path in our journey of
faith. This path begins, for some, at a point of
Seeking to learn more about God in order to
confirm a belief system. Some are already believers
and want to become Disciples by understanding

how they may put Godds will to
lives. Still others are called to Lead others in doing

Godds work. There Missien tbhose who
take Goddés will for good into t

Zanesville and beyond. And some may hear God
calling them to Representative Ministry
(ordination as clergy) in its various forms.

Intentional Faith Development is one of six Fruitful
Practices and Leadership Classes our congregation
will be experiencing in the near future. Look for
scheduled classes, and | encourage you to get a
copy of Sc h Refradices obroudil ,
Congregations and learn more about Intentional
Faith Development and all the Fruitful Practices. By
organizing our educational offerings in a purposeful
way, we believe the congregation will experience
personal growth and renewed community vitality.
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Day 40, Sunday
Sermon Title: Humbly Bound for Glory
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Psalm 118:1,2, 1929

Reflection Questions:

1. What are your prayers today?

2. With what has God blessed you?

Prayer List
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Day 41, Monday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Luke 19:28—40

Reflection Questions:

1. What did you discover reading the text?

2. What surprised you? Concerned you?

Prayer List
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Day 42, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Psalm 31:9—-16

Reflection Questions:

1. In what ways does the passage help you deal with fear?

2. What does the passage teach you about prayer?

Prayer List
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Day 43, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Isaiah 50: 4-9

Reflection Questions:

1. What are the key points or important words or images
for you in this passage?

2. Why are they important for you?

Prayer List
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Day 44, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Philippians 2:5-11

Reflection Questions:

1. How would you paraphrase this passage in your own
words?

2. What does it say about how we are to live our lives?

Prayer List
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Day 45, Friday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Luke 22:14-23, 56

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you participate in Holy Communion?

2. Have you ever felt that you have betrayed Jesus?

Prayer List
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Day 46, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Holy Week
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 19:36 The noble gave
his ten servants, each ten p
business with these until I
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:1-12

Reflection Questions:

1. What did you experience by putting yourself into the
story?

2. Why do you suppose the apostles did not believe the
women?

Prayer List
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Day 47, Sunday
Sermon Title: Freedom through Obedience
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not
Daily Meditation: Psalm 118:1,2,14-24

Reflection Questions:

1. How does the Psalm make you feel?

2. How has God blessed you today?

Prayer List
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Day 48, Monday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not
Daily Meditation: Acts 10:34—43

Reflection Questions:

1. What does it mean to you that God does not favor one
people over another?

2. How do you bear witness to that truth?

Prayer List
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Day 49, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not
Daily Meditation: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Reflection Questions:

1. What does the passage call you to do?

2. What does it say about how you are to live your life?

Prayer List
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Day 50, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not
Daily Meditation: John 20:1-18

Reflection Questions:

1. What did you experience by putting yourself in the
story as Mary?

2. What did you experience by putting yourself in the
story as one of the other disciples?

Prayer List
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Day 51, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not find
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:1-12

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think the apostles did not believe the
women?

22How mi ght you describe or expl
resurrection to a child?

Prayer List
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Day 52, Friday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not
Daily Meditation: Romans 8:1-17

Reflection Questions:

1. What does it mean to you to be a co-heir with Christ?

2. When does your mind stand in opposition to God?

Prayer List
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Day 53, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Easter
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 24:2,3 The women
found the stone rolled away. When they entered
the tomb, they did not find
Daily Meditation: Ephesians 2:1-10

Reflection Questions:

I.What do you really believe is
grace?

2. How would you change this passage by putting it in
your own words?

Prayer List
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The Practice of Risk -Taking Mission and
Service

Mission outreach and service changes the lives of

those helped, those volunteering, and the church

from which the volunteers come. It does not matter

if those helped never become part of the body of

Christ; lives and institutions are changed. Robert

Schnase, Bishop of the Missouri Conference of the

UMC, believes that a churchos a
disciples of Jesus Christ is severely impaired if that

church does not practice Risk Taking Mission and

Service in some form. Schnase defines risktaking

mission and service as including all the efforts,

projects, and work churches do to make positive

di fferences in peoplebds |ives.
purposes of Jesus Christ. Mission and service means

looking outwardd outward into the community and

the world. Turning inward and consuming all the

churchés resour cescaésapstheur vi val
spiritual vitality of the church

Mission is what focuses the church outward, and
service, the intentional effort to improve the lives of
others, means being a servant of God by serving
others. Outreach refers to taking the love of Christ
beyond the walls of the church and into the
community, the country, the world.

One might ask, #fiWkemagodaesnedr ind
mission and service? By taking risks we experience a

higher degree of uncertainty, and a greater

possibility of discomfort, resistance, and sacrifice.

We are pushed beyond our comfort zone and move
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beyond the familiar relationships and practices which

typically define our faith commitments. Risk-taking

mission and service involves individuals and

churches in work and relationships they would not

have experienced if it werenot
Christ. Sometimes the projects undertaken, the work

begun with enthusiasm, or the efforts put forth are

unsuccessful and result in fail
name requires that we are willing to risk failure.
According to Schnase, -fChurches

Taking Mission and Service not only solicit and

encourage ordinary service to support the work of

the congregationd inviting, equipping, organizing,

encouragingd but they also consciously seek to

motivate people to moree extraor
Practices of Fruitful Congregationsp. 97

If you are interested in learning more about or
getting more involved in our Mission Outreach and
Service ministries, contact Dr. Steven Fewell at the
church (453-1210).
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Day 54, Sunday
Sermon Title: Clothed Wi th God’
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢clothed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Psalm 150
Reflection Questions:

1. How will you praise God this week?

2. For what do you praise God today?

Prayer List
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Day 55, Monday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Acts 5:27-32
Reflection Questions:

1. Where do you see bridges and barriers in this passage?

2. What is your relationship with the Holy Spirit?

Prayer List
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Day 56, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Revelation 1:4—8
Reflection Questions:

1. What is your understanding of verse 8?

2. What in this passage gives authority for your life?

Prayer List
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Day 57, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: John 20:19-31
Reflection Questions:

1. To what extent are you like Thomas in the passage?

2. When did you first become a believer?

Prayer List
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Day 58, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Luke 24:36—49
Reflection Questions:

1. How would you explain verse 44 to someone with no
church experience?

2. How is God sending you to take the Word to others?

Prayer List
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Day 59, Friday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Ephesians 4:17-32
Reflection Questions:

1. What is preventing you from abandoning the life the
world lives

2. How do verses 30 through 32 challenge you?

Prayer List
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Day 60, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Witness

Point Scripture for the Week: Lu ke 24: 49 * | am se
you out c¢cl othed with power.”

Daily Meditation: Mark 10:46—52
Reflection Questions:

1. When has Jesus opened your eyes?

2. How did you respond to that inspiration? How does it
continue to inspire your response now?

Prayer List
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Day 61, Sunday
Sermon Title: Following Directions
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”
Daily Meditation: Psalm 30

Reflection Questions:

1. Recall the last time you felt God acting in your life,
describe the experience?

2. How did you praise God for that experience? How
would you now?

Prayer List
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Day 62, Monday

Weekly Theme: Devotion

Point Scripture for the Week:

Daily Meditation:Luke 24: 26 “Was it not r
the Messiah suffer before ex
gl ory?2”

Daily Meditation: Acts 9:1-6

Reflection Questions:

1. Where were you when God first called you?

2. What keeps you from telling your faith story?

Prayer List
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Day 63, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”
Daily Meditation: Revelation 5:11-14

Reflection Questions:

1. If this was your vision, how would you describe the
scene?

2. What message would you receive from this vision?

Prayer List
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Day 64, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”
Daily Meditation: John 21:1-19

Reflection Questions:

1. How do you think the disciples felt when they realized
who was calling them?

2.Wh a't was Jesus
you now?

message to Sim

Prayer List
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Day 65, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:13-35

Reflection Questions:

1. What clouds your eyes so that you do not always
recognize Christ?

2. How have you found Jesus in your journeys from one
place to another?

Prayer List
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Day 66, Friday
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”
Daily Meditation: Genesis 1:29-2:3

Reflection Questions:

I.What does the “seventh” day as
to you?

2How do you honor God on the “s

Prayer List
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Day 67, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Devotion
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 26 “ Was it
necessary that the Messiah suffer before
experiencing God’'s glory?”

Daily Meditation: Psalm 104:1-13

Reflection Questions:

I.LHow does this iIimage of God’'s w
22What is your responsibility to
Prayer List
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The Practice of Extravagant Generosity

Tithing is a Biblical practice that has given faithful
believers the power to counteract the human frailties
of greed, materialism, and self-centeredness since
the time of Moses.

Deuteronomy 14:22: You shall set apart a tithe, one
tenth, of your harvest, crops and livestock, and
dedicate these first fruits for

As a symbol of our Hebrew ances
to follow Goddés | aw, the offeri
given in gratitude for the daily blessings God

continued to offer them as God?od
continue this ancient practice today, and, for those

of us who have increased our giving to the extent

that we can dedicate a first fruit tithe to God, we

have been blessed in many ways. Tithing reminds

me that everything | have, my life, my family, my

career, and my possessions come from God and

bel ong to God. Il am but a stewa
resources, and God only asks that | tithe, give back

ten percent, and acknowledge through my

stewardship that Godés wil/l i s
family and to trust God to provide for my basic

needs. Like our Hebrew ancestors and our first-

century Christian predecessors, God continues to

provide everything we need for this life and the next.

And what God provides in abundance and always

exceeds our needs and deepest desires.

Learning to set aside a tithe as a devotion to God
takes discipline and time to develop. In our early
years of going to worship and Sunday School we
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were taught to bring a modest offering, a dime or a
quarter a week. We continue this level of giving for
years until during confirmation or a new member
class we choose to increase the Sunday School
offering to maybe a dollar each week. Years later as
a young adult or even a new member of a
congregation you are asked to give ten percent of
your take-home pay, and the difference between
giving one dollar a week and a tithe might have
seemed insurmountable. Personally, | learned
through a Stewardship Program at North Broadway
UMC, called the one percent solution, how to work
toward a tithe by increasing my giving one percent
each year. Over a period of five to seven years my
family achieved a tithe, and | have tithed to the
church ever since. And giving a tithe to the church
and dedicating a tithe of
provided the blessing of God in tangible and
encouraging ways. My testimony to you is that you
will not regret tithing as a disciplined practice of
devotion to God.

But Extravagant Generosity is more than achieving
and sustaining a tithe to God, it inspires us to reach
out to those in need and to those who do not know
Christ with generosity and love. When we share a
celebration with the homeless, we serve the meal on
our best china plates and serve each other family
style, in a manner that represents to all the
extravagant generosity of God in our lives. Likewise,
when on a mission trip we rebuild a structure, paint
or clean up a property for others after a disastrous
storm, we do it the very best we are capable even if
it means purchasing more expensive materials or
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taking a little of my time to do it right. We give of
our time and our talents as an act of devotion to
God not just to help the people with whom we serve
and have fellowship.

Extravagant Generosity is an attitude, an attitude of
excellence and giving out of abundance that is
grounded in Biblical truth and guided by the Holy
Spirit. We give and serve in gratitude for what God
has done and continues to do for us.

We invite you to attend future classes on the Fruitful
Practices and Extravagant Generosity; if you have
any questions or interest, please contact Dr. Steven
Fewell through the church office, 453-1210.
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Day 68, Sunday

Sermon Title: Submitting to Authority

Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.i

Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 *“ My f ami
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”

Daily Meditation: Acts 9:36—43

Reflection Questions:

1. Think about how this Psalm offers you comfort, hope,
and strength.

2. How does it challenge you? Call you?

Prayer List
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Day 69, Monday
Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 *“ My f ami
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”
Daily Meditation: Acts 9:36—43

Reflection Questions:

1. What miracle or sign has helped you become a
believer?

2. What miracles or signs have you performed to help
others believe?

Prayer List
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Day 70, Tuesday

Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’ s

Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 * My

members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”

Daily Meditation: Psalm 22

Reflection Questions:

1. We are told that Jesus uttered the first sentence of this
Psalm while suffering on the cross. Perhaps he recited the
rest aloud or to himself. What do the remaining more than

thirty verses say to you
devotion?

2. How does it change your feelings about the Passion to
think Jesus recited the whole Psalm, not just the first verse
from the cross?

Prayer List
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Day 71, Wednesday

Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.

Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 *“ My f ami
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”

Daily Meditation: Revelation 7:9—17

Reflection Questions:

1. What new understandings come from reading and
reflecting on this passage?

22What does “living water me an

Prayer List
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Day 72, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 *“ My f ami
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”
Daily Meditation: John 10:22-30

Reflection Questions:

1. To what extent are you like the temple authorities in the
passage?

2. How will you come to know Christ and how will Christ
come to know you?

Prayer List
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Day 73, Friday

Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.

Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 8: 21 *“ My f ami
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”

Daily Meditation: Luke 8:19-21
Reflection Questions:

1. Was Jesus rejecting his mother in this passage?

2. What do you think Jesus was trying to teach her?

Prayer List
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Day 74, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Fe st i v al of God’s Creat.
Point Scripture for the Week: Luke 8: 21 *“ My f ami |
members are those persons who hear the Word of
God and do it."”
Daily Meditation: John 17:20-26

Reflection Questions:

1. How can you know that Jesus lives in you?

22How can you show God’s |l ove to

Prayer List
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Day 75, Sunday
Sermon Title: Commanded To Love
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Psalm 148
Reflection Questions:

1. What is the passage saying to you?

2. If you took the message seriously, what in your life
would change?

Prayer List
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Day 76, Monday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Acts 11:1-18
Reflection Questions:

1. Who are the Gentiles in your world?

2. What is the passage telling you to do?

Prayer List
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Day 77, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Revelation 21:1-6
Reflection Questions:

1. Where do you see God at work in your world?

2. How does this passage give you hope?

Prayer List
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Day 78, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: John 13:31-35
Reflection Questions:

1. What is the new commandment?

2. How does the world know that you are a disciple of
Jesus Christ?

Prayer List
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Day 79, Thursday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Luke 6:27-32
Reflection Questions:

1. Where is the challenge for you in this passage?

2. What do you really believe about loving your enemies?

Prayer List
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Day 80, Friday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Exodus 20:12
Reflection Questions:

1. What did the passage mean to you when you were a
child?

2. What does it mean to you now?

Prayer List
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Day 81, Saturday
Weekly Theme: National Day of Prayer

Point Scripture forthe Week: Luke 6: 27 “Love you
enemies. Do good for those w

Daily Meditation: Ruth 1:6—18
Reflection Questions:

1. What message does the passage have for you today?

2. What has been the deepest grief in your life? The most
lasting joy?

Prayer List
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The Practice of Compassionate Congregational
Care

Bi shop Robert SchnrrawesPeadticestfrook out |l i
Fruitful Congregations. Radical Hospitality, Passionate
Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking
Mission Outreach and Service, and Extravagant
Generosity and offers excellent guidance to us about how
we are to implement those essential and fruitful practices
in small, middle, and larger membership churches. Our
experience serving within congregations for more than
fifteen years has led us to suggest a sixth fruitful practice
I Compassionate Congregational Caré as a compliment
to the other five practices.

Our vision of Compassionate Congregational Care is
comprehensive, systemic, and based upon an active
partnership between lay members and clergy committed
to serving a congregation. It is comprehensive to the
extent that the Compassionate Congregational Care
Leadership Team plans and coordinates a broad range of
different ministries all intended to help members of the
congregation unable to regularly attend and participate in
activities of the church. Those different ministries might
include the care of persons serving on a prayer chain for
the sick and injured, persons who agree to faithfully pray
for the worship services, the pastors and worship leaders
on Sunday, and for the Sunday School Teachers; persons
involved in a visitation of persons in the hospital, in
nursing homes, even recuperating at home; Stephen
Ministers or other care ministers who are assigned to
three or four persons previously active in church activities
whomaintain positive contact with them for the church,
remembering their birthdays and anniversaries, and
generally offering them assistance and love in whatever
ways they find mutually beneficial. A Prayer Team might
organize special worship services to provide the
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opportunity for persons to pray for healing and have care
ministers lay on hands just like the church is instructed to
do in the New Testament.

James 5:13i 16: Are any among you suffering? They

should pray with others. Are any cheerful and grateful for

Godbés deliverance? They should joi
songs of praise and thanksgiving. Are any among you sick

or injured? They should call upon the elders of the church

to pray with them and have the care ministers pray over

them, anointing them with oil in the name of Jesus Christ.

The prayer of faith has the power to save the lost, and

heal the sick, and it is God who lifts up the suffering and

grants them comfort. Therefore, we are to pray with one

another, to freely confess our sin to one another, to offer
forgiveness to each other in Jesus
the faithful are powerful and effective.

Healing and prayer services may be too intimate for
Sunday morning but clearly enrich the Passionate
Worship offerings of any congregation. And
Compassionate Congregational Care ministers may
choose to organize and maintain such services. Special
worship services for house and business blessings, pet
blessings, mid-week prayer services for the nation and
the world could be coordinated through this fruitful
practice.

The Prayer Shawl ministry currently offered could be
combined with a visitation ministry that might give it even
more powerful healing and comforting outcomes. Care
ministers, working closely with the pastors, enhance the
quality of the pastoral care offered the many members
who have served the church faithfully over the years but
now can no longer attend. When coordinated with the
pastoral visits, the work of the care ministers can
contribute in powerful ways to the care offered to all
members, not only those confined at home, but also
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those who have had recent hospital stays, new mothers
who have given birth recently, and persons who have
experienced loss, loss of a loved one, divorce, or other
setback and challenge.

A distinctive Compassionate Congregational Care may
dedicate their efforts to welcoming and supporting
prospective and new members, visiting them after church
attendance, writing them notes of encouragement, and
offering them invitation to join small groups or to
accompany the care ministers at church activities. Other
care ministers might continue to write letters to our
college students and our members serving in the armed
services. Persons might acquire, organize, and ship care
packages to those away from home as a way of showing
how much the church continues to love and think of
them.

There are many different ways to practice Compassionate
Congregational Care and many different ways for lay
leaders, Stephen Ministers, and pastors to work together
through new and continued outreach efforts to enhance
our contact with members we do not see as often as we
would like and to extend the love of the congregation and
God to many who are lonely and feel isolated.

A kick-off event is scheduled for Sunday, February 21,
and in the future classes will be offered to introduce you
to others interested in providing the ministries
coordinated through this important and fruitful practice,
Compassionate Congregational Care.
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Day 82, Sunday
Sermon Title: A Word for Peace
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Psalm 67

Reflection Questions:

1. What does reading this Psalm inspire you to do?

2. What does it empower you to do?

Prayer List
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Day 83, Monday
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Acts 16:9—15

Reflection Questions:

1. What message from God will shape your ministry this
week?

2. What are some of the ways you are conveying your
belief in Christ?

Prayer List
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Day 84, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

Reflection Questions:

1. What is difficult or challenging about this passage?

2. What is hopeful or encouraging?

Prayer List
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Day 85, Wednesday

Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day

Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: John 14:23-29
Reflection Questions:
I.What is getting in the way of
Word?
2How is Christ’s peace differen
Prayer List

107



Day 86, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:44-53

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think Jesus said that all that has been
written by the prophets had to be fulfilled?

2. Where do you see the Holy Spirit in this passage?

Prayer List
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Day 87, Friday
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Acts 1:1-11

Reflection Questions:

1. What are the key points or important words or images
for you in this passage?

2. Why are they important for you?

Prayer List
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Day 88, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Mot her s’ Day
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 6: 35 “Love you
enemies, Do good, and give to others expecting
nothing in return.”
Daily Meditation: Ephesians 1:15-23

Reflection Questions:

1. What in this scripture has and gives authority for your
life?

2. What help do you need from the Holy Spirit?

Prayer List
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Day 89, Sunday
Sermon Title: To the Ends of the Earth
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24 : 47 *“ Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: Psalm 97

Reflection Questions:

1. What worldly images and idols do you sometimes
worship?

2. What gives you hope and strength to break your
addiction to such idolatry?

Prayer List
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Day 90, Monday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: Acts 16:16-34

Reflection Questions:

1. If you were Paul, how would you have reacted to the
prison doors opening?

2. For you, what is the message of this passage?

Prayer List
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Day 91, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: Revelation 22:12-21

Reflection Questions:

1. How do you feel about the text?

2. What challenges you in the passage?

Prayer List
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Day 92, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: John 17:20-26

Reflection Questions:

1. How might you paraphrase this passage in your own
words?

2. What in the scripture gives authority to your life?

Prayer List
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Day 93, Thursday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:44-48

Reflection Questions:

1. What could you do to strengthen your understanding of
the scripture?

2. Why was it that all that was written about Jesus had to
be fulfilled?

Prayer List
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Day 94, Friday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: Romans 3:21-26

Reflection Questions:

1. What does this passage say about God? Human nature?

2. What does it say about our relationship with God? With
each other?

Prayer List
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Day 95, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Forgiveness
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 47 " Repent a
and forgiveness will be proc
beginning right here in Jeru
Daily Meditation: James 2:14-17

Reflection Questions:

1. What do you think the message was to the original
audience?

2. What is the message to you today?

Prayer List

117



Day 96, Sunday
Sermon Title: Clothed With Power
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24: 49 *“ Stay he
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: Psalm 104:24-35

Reflection Questions:

1. What does reading this scripture inspire you to want to
do?

2. What does it empower you to do?

Prayer List
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Day 97, Monday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24 : 49
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: Acts 2:1-21

Reflection Questions:

1. How are you like the people gathered in the story?

2. What can you learn from that?

Prayer List
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Day 98, Tuesday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 49 *“ Stay he
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: Romans 8:14—17

Reflection Questions:

I.L.How do you share in Christ’s s
2How do you share in Christ’s ¢
Prayer List
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Day 99, Wednesday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture forthe Week: Luk e 24: 49 *“ Stay he
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: John 14:8—17

Reflection Questions:

1. If you took this scripture seriously, how might your life
change?

2. What kind of risk are you willing to take for God?

Prayer List
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Day 100. Thursday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24 : 49
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: John 14:25-27

Reflection Questions:

1. How does the Holy Spirit touch your life?

2. How does the passage give you comfort?

Prayer List
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Day 101, Friday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24 : 49
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: Luke 24:49-53

Reflection Questions:

1. Why do you think the disciples were found praising
God?

2. How do you express your gratitude to God?

Prayer List
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Day 102, Saturday
Weekly Theme: Pentecost
Point Scripture for the Week: Luk e 24 : 49
this place until you receive the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.”
Daily Meditation: John 14:15-27

Reflection Questions:

1. What new understandings came from reading and
reflecting upon this passage?

2. What does it inspire you to do?

Prayer List
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Reflection Page

Please use these pages to reflect on your experience

with this Journal. Has using the Journal enhanced

your spiritual live? Have you grown in your

knowl edge and appreciation of G
you enjoyed the experience? If yes, why? If no,

why? What suggestions do you have for making the

Journal more user friendly?
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Reflection Page, continued
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Reflection Page, continued
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